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Before | start with actual trip events, let me apolog-
ize for the length of this newsletter. I didn’t have time at
the end of September to type it up and get it printed out.
Someone suggested | combine the last two months so
that is what | did.

September 13, 2009

Evangelical Brethren Church
Hanover, PA

We left this morning at 6:00 a.m. We had about
three hours to drive, and most everyone settled down
for a nice long nap. ©

Most of us met to have a little time of prayer and
singing before the service. | thought the service went
well this morning. The Auditorium was pretty much full.
Some of the songs we sang were “Under His Wings,”
“Things Will look so Different in the Morning,” and
“Great and Awesome God.” Marty sang his solo, “He
Giveth More Grace,” and Mike sang “I Know a Man Who
Can.” The people were very attentive and seemed to be
blessed by the songs. | thought it was a good morning.

After the service, they provided us with a delicious
meal as usual! When we were done eating, a lot of us
were outside swinging and enjoying the beautiful day
until it was time to climb on the bus and head for the
next church. ©

By Krista Yoder

Chambersburg Mennonite Church
Chambersburg, PA

At 5:00 p.m. we were served a delectable Taco Salad
for dinner. This facility is huge, and we had plenty of
space to get ourselves cleaned up and presentable. We
met for devotions and prayer in the gym, because Ken-
ton thought it would be more private. It turned out to be
“a major highway.” © It was a bit distracting at times,
but I felt energized and ready to sing afterwards.

The auditorium was packed! | thought maybe, since
we’ve been in Chambersburg so much lately, people
wouldn’t be so eager to come to a concert. Boy, was |
wrong!

Mike started the service with “’Tis Marvelous and
Wonderful” followed by “So Sweet is the Spirit.”

We sang some older songs like “He’s the One,” and
“Kind Shepherd.” Marty sang two solos: ‘“Prodigal Son”
and a request, “God on the Mountain.” The men’s quar-
tet sang “Resurrection Ground” during our break. I
found out later that they have no music for this song.
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Brent says, “I try to make up the same thing Lyndon
does.” ©

After the break Mike gave an invitation for anyone
interested to come up and sing with us. We sang “Christ
Arose,” “Jesus, Hold my Hand,” and “When We All Get
to Heaven.” I was so blessed to see Elam Yoder come up
and sing with us. Especially since Mike had mentioned
at the beginning of the service that most of us are second
and third generation members. Elam would be one of the
first generation members.

| was terribly excited when | saw eight handicapped
kids walk in this evening! When Mike asked anyone
from the audience who wants to, to come up and sing
with us, two boys came up. They added a lot to the
group. They kind of bounced around and before each
song would say, “Wait! Ready? Now!” and were proud
of themselves for coming up.

After the service, Becca and | went back to talk to
the group, and discovered that the lady who brought
them used to work at Faith Mission Home in the 1990’s
sometime. | thought it was interesting. The whole group
just totally made my evening! ©

By Lorraine Yoder

Inmmediately after the concert, I tried to
make my way back through the crowd to meet a
friend of mine. I really wanted to see him
because he came there to see me and not to
hear us sing. He is deaf. I almost caught up
with him, but couldn’t quite do it because
of the crowd. Suddenly the two handicapped
boys who sang with us bombarded me asking if
I was a Mountain Anthems singer. I said,
“Yes, but you’'re a Mountain Anthem singer
too.” That really got them going and they
wanted a pamphlet or something with informa-
tion on about the Mountain Anthems. I gave
them a schedule because that was the only
thing I could think of to give them. This
delighted them as they studiously began to
look the paper over. That piece of paper
didn’t look like much of a souvenir to me,
but it was worth its weight in gold to them.

By Durrel Eby

The recording stand was very busy tonight and we
didn’t leave until 9:25p.m. or so. We have one hour and
45 minutes home. Looking back through the bus, you
can see pools of light here and there where some people
are reading. In the middle of the bus, you’ll find a group



chatting about this and that as | try to write this article.
They are so distracting! ©

September 26 & 27, 2009

Ebenezer Mennonite Church
South Boston, VA

It’s 10:00a.m. and the bus wheels begin rolling on
our trip to VA. The sky is gray, and we are being blessed
with a soft, gentle rain. | say blessed because things have
been very dry in our area. | did feel badly for the drivers
because I dislike driving in the rain. I’ve seen too many
people with severe injuries from accidents caused by
hydroplaning. However, we’ll leave that in God’s hands
and trust Him for safety.

Rainy days are wonderful for napping and some
folks spent their time doing just that. Other people spent
their time reading or chatting. We had our first rest stop
around 11:15 a.m. and our second around 1:30 p.m. We
had packed our own lunches, so everyone ate whenever
they got hungry.

The initially scheduled program at Faith Mennonite
had been cancelled months ago due to a schedule con-
flict for them. Recently the Lord blessed us with another
appointment at Ebenezer. We arrived there around 4:45
p.m., which gave us time to carry in all the luggage be-
fore supper time. We had a lovely little salad bar. It was
light and refreshing. I suppose how “light” depended on
the amount of food you put on your plate. ©

For devotions Kenton had different people share
short testimonies on a subject they had been assigned.
Topics included: Someone who has been a blessing in
your life; the most exciting day or days of your life; a
Bible verse that gave you specific direction or encou-
ragement; how God used you to be a blessing to some-
one else; describe a difficult time in your life, what
brought you through, and what you learned from it.
There were others but you get the idea.

Our program began at 7:30 p.m. with the song “He’s
the One.” Other songs included “Tears Are a Language,”
“Come, Holy Spirit,” “Jesus is Coming Soon,” and
“Bring My Children Home.” Marty sang “God on the
Mountain” and Mike did “I’'m Not Ashamed.” The au-
dience was attentive and appreciative. We enjoyed shar-
ing with them and encouraging them in their walk with
God.

Farmville Christian Fellowship

Farmville, VA
This morning dawned with pouring rain. The guys that

load the luggage prayed that the rain would stop before we
needed to load the luggage. God honored that prayer, and we

were able to load without it raining. We left the church at 7:45
a.m. and traveled about an hour and a half to the next church.
This was a new church for us, and when we arrived, Marty and
Arlin had a challenge getting the bus in the tree-lined lane.
After some investigation, we successfully made our way in the
lane. Good job, Marty and Arlin!

The church was fairly full this morning, with a few people
also sitting on the balcony. We had the whole service, and the
people seemed to be very receptive. We sang several songs
from the “Sing unto the Lord” recording such as: “| Need the
Prayers of Those | Love,” and “If We Never Meet Again.” Marty
sang two solos, “God on the Mountain” and “I Claim the
Blood.” The ladies sang “Lean on Me” when we went back in
from break. Mike challenged the audience to make things right
with God, because none of us know when our time on earth is
finished.

We had a delicious lunch of lasagna, green beans, tossed
salad, bread, and fruit slush, cake, and brownies. Because we
had three hours to travel to the next church, we needed to eat
fairly quickly and get on the road. We did have enough time to
catch up with a few friends and receive appreciation for the
singing. God was once again faithful and blessed us with
another good program.

By Angela Yoder

Sovereign Grace Baptist Church
Dale City, VA

We arrived at our destination around 4:30 p.m. It
always excites me to come to this church. The people are
so receptive of what we have to share. They, in turn,
bless us. It’s one of my favorite places to sing.

They always feed us the same wonderful meal of
homemade soup (two varieties) and sandwiches, with
bars for desert. These people can cook! ©

For devotions we finished the last two things Kenton
had chosen for sharing: five things that a couple appre-
ciates about each other; your salvation experience and
what that salvation means to you. The devotionals this
weekend were certainly a way of getting to know each
other better on a deeper level. It drew us closer together
as a group.

Pastor Jenkins gave Mike a list of 13 requests for the
evening. They included “Because He Lives,” “I’'m the
Lamb,” “Hallelujah Square,” and “Come on Home.” The
ladies trio sang “Jesus, Be the Lord of All.”

At the end of the service, Pastor Gifford had us sit
down on the front benches. He exhorted and encouraged
us to continue with our testimony and our work. After-
ward they had a special time of prayer for us. | was so
blessed by their sincerity and caring for us.

Now we’re on the way home and allowing ourselves
to relax. We’re indulging in the usual post-program ac-
tivities: reading, listening to music, and discussing
things like politics, world events, sports, and the daily



happenings of our lives. We just enjoy spending time know that we could sing and share our music
together. with others who were blessed because of Him.
By Mike Yoder

October 3, 2009
October 11, 2009
Springs Folk Festival

Springs, PA Montgomery Brethren in Christ

Greencastle, PA
Singing to a mixed crowd at the Springs Folk

Festival this year was a little different for me It was still dark when we left at 6:30 a.m. The air
than it’'s been in previous vy &aladistinctichill tait lbut the bus was rice and warm.
difficult sometimes to know just what to sing and Thank you, Marty. There was a small amount of chatter,
how much to say to the people who come to lis- but soon all was still save for the soft snores to be heard
ten. They come from near and far and from a throughout the bus.
wide variety of backgrounds — most having heard Today’s order of the service was three songs before
the Gospel, but some who may have never been Sunday School, break for S.S., and then sing for the
to church. church service. Before S.S. we sang “I Sing the Mighty
It was a very nice sunny day. In fact, it was Power of God,” “You Are My All in All,” and “Prayer
actual 'y war m! I recall that i noffThaskfulPeiset” we’ ve had
some snow flurries by the first of October, but Solos today were “Prodigal Son” by Marty, and “I
not this year! We are given one hour to sing from Know a Man Who Can” by Mike. He did a good job de-
12:00 PM to 1:00 PM. After we sang a few songs, spite his head cold. He said, “I can barely hear myself.”
I realized that I was becoming uncomfortably Trust me that always makes it hard to sing. ©
warm. I tried to control my thoughts, but I con- Several other songs were “Come, Gracious Spirit,”
tinued being distracted by not only being too with “Purify Me” following right afterward in a medley.
warm but also being very, very thirsty and feel- We did “I’'m Standing on the Solid Rock” for the first
ing somewhat faint. time in concert. While we took a short break, Kenton
As I thought about what I might do, I decided had a devotional. He spoke about letting God be Lord of
to have Martin Schrock sm-ng “o@®divesinstead of isimg Hino for a convenient source of
tain.” Whil e rgel chvose to slipragay help when we want something. At the end of his talk he
backstage for just a bit. Once there, I discovered had the ladies trio sing “Jesus, Be the Lord of All.” At
to my dismay that | coult@dn’ t thé verydnd ofythe seavicee we sang our “Thank You”
tle! I looked and looked, but the only ones that I song for them.
could find were the bottles that belonged to other They had a very large carry-in meal. We had some
people. I soon realized that thinking about my time for relaxing afterward. Doug performed in a short
thirst and knowing that my waiamnmrconderd fort us. Some ofuthe doys sat out on the
be found was definitely not improving my condi- steps enjoying the sun and solving world problems. |
tion! saw some of the girls enjoying the beautiful sunshine by
As Marty was finishing his solo I made a quick getting exercise while walking around the cemetery. We
decision to drink from his own personal water were on the bus and ready to go shortly after 2:00 p.m.
bottl e! Yes, that’'s riglhd, | After isane chdttingf | esdttked irv forr ayquidk afternoon
about it but decided that heap.woul dn’ t mi nd too
mu c h, and 1'd tell him about it |l ater . Thankfull ,
it helped me feel much better. South Baptist Berkley Church
Once I resumed my position, I asked the Inwood, WV
crowd if they had any particular songs that they’d
like for us to sing. Wow, what a response! If I We arrived just in time for our 4:00 p.m. supper. We
recall correctly, we spent the rest of our time had eaten just three hours before, so most of us weren’t

sinaing sonas of their choice. very hungry. We tried to do it justice anyway. After all,
gSo?nethigng very interesting happened that you don’t want to offend the good ladies of the church.

day that I won’'t soon forget Thgytputgéog%gnae aqdﬁf;oﬂ mt{?imfikéng us some-

. : : A " thing tasty.
iigr?;/irfgte r:: Svgzogt:sr;g! ttg gé\:ﬁ];zte I\I;Vist?]n?hZ?TI]e(i:n Devotions: did you know you can be put to death but
o . . o . not a hair of your head will be harmed? Check out God’s
our singing — like a spirit-to-spirit connection had

S ! take on the subject in Luke 21.
taken place. Once again it felt so rewarding to The audience was a bit small tonight, but God was
faithful and blessed abundantly. We sang another new



song tonight, “I Believe in a God.” We also did a repeat
of “I'm Standing on the Solid Rock.” Solos done by
Mike and Marty were “I’'m Not Ashamed,” and “Sin
Will Take You Farther.” The ladies sang “Though Your
Sins as Scarlet Be,” and the men’s quartet sang ‘“Nearer
My God to Thee” as well as “What Will You do With
Jesus?” Mike told the audience he wanted to end with
songs about heaven and then added, “I think that’s a
good place to leave.” It struck us funny, and we got the
snickers and giggles.

Several people had sore throats and head colds. One
person was running a slight fever. In spite of this, God
blessed us with a good service. Hopefully in two weeks
time we’ll all be “fit as fiddles.” ©

We arrived at the building at 10:00 p.m. It’s nice to
get home early occasionally. | actually spent the whole
ride home chatting instead of napping. © God blessed us
with a beautiful day, safety while traveling, and good
services. Once again we owe Him our gratitude and
praise.

October 25, 2009

Jenners Grace Brethren Church
Jenners, PA

It’s 7:30 a.m. and the bus is pulling out of the park-
ing lot. It seems a bit unreal, but this is out last trip for
the year. Since hunting season has begun, the conversa-
tions among the boys consist mainly of hunting stories.
The girls listened patiently and chuckled at appropriate
intervals. © Thankfully it only took us about an hour to
get to our destination. I’'m already tired of hunting sto-
ries and the season has only begun!

We are singing for both the Sunday School hour and
the church service. We had a long break in between.
Several of the songs this weekend are requests from cho-
rus members who wanted to sing them “one more time.”
We opened with “He’s the One” followed by “‘Tis Mar-
velous and Wonderful.” Marty sang “Prodigal Son,” and
the men’s quartet sang “Would you Truly Long for Hea-
ven.” The ladies shared “Lean on Me.” We also sang a
few of the new songs including “I Believe in a God.”

After the service we enjoyed a potluck meal. We
didn’t linger long once we had eaten. We were close
enough to home that most of us could be in our own
beds for the usual afternoon nap. © The rest of the cho-
rus members found temporary places for relaxing in
some other members home; a spot to stretch out, relax,
or snooze.

Summit Mills Grace Brethren Church
Meyersdale, PA

This evening’s service was approximately six miles
from our home church. There were a number of “home
folks” in the audience this evening. Sometimes it’s nice
to see familiar faces. Menno and Grace were able to be
there as well. They haven’t traveled with us more than

once or twice this year. Menno’s been having some
trouble with his hip, but his mind and spirit are still
strong, and we were glad to see them in the audience.

Because this is (for all intents and purposes) our last
service of the year, there were several more requests
from chorus members. “Never-ending Joy,” “Even so,
Lord Jesus, Come,” and “Put a Smile on Your Face”
were a few of them. Marty also filled a request for “God
on the Mountain.” Mike asked Menno if he’d be willing
to do a solo, and he consented. He chose to do “Ready to
Go.” I felt we had a good service and enjoyed it very
much.

Most of us are ready for a short break. We’ll be back
in February, Lord willing. Some current members will
have left us, but we are trusting God to provide new
members to fill the gaps. For now, we’ll take in the
changing of the seasons and enjoy Sundays in our home
church. For those people who work on the weekends
we’re not singing, that’s a rare treat.

Please remember to pray for us. Pray especially for
those new members God has chosen for us. They will be
spending their time learning all the old songs. (At least
they’ll be trying their best.) Keep your eyes open for the
2010 itinerary. It should be out before too long. Prayer is
a very important part of this ministry. After all, it’s not
the people who keep this ministry going, but God!

We do have one more stop in December. We will be
going to a Christmas sing in Oakland, MD. We sing for
about a half hour at the “Joy of Christ” Celebration. I
believe that it’s held at the armory in Oakland. Maybe
we’ll see you there. Until we meet again, may God be
first in your life.

Edited written,and compiled by Joye Yoder
(unless otherwise indicated?)



